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cpreft Wt ebent 3caar - 5TH EDITION

ABOUT BLE

AN INITIATIVE OF NAV
BHARAT NIRMAN SAMITI

WHAT IS BLF?

Indias Most Soulful Lit Fest

OFFICIAL THEME — BLF 2027
T B A

Banaras Lit Fest is a cultural pilgrimage that preserves the spirit of Kashi
through words, music, and expression. It is not just a literary event — it is
a celebration of consciousness, born from the soul of Banaras and
extended to the heart of India. This festival leads us from mere looking to
true understanding — from sight to insight.

LITERATURE & BOOKS ‘ POETRY & MUSHAIRA ART & PHOTOGRAPHY

THEATRE & DRAMA ‘ FOLK EVENTS YOUTH & Al

CLASSICAL MUSIC ‘ OPEN MIC




FESTIVAL  HIGHLEGHESES

" BLF At A Glance

Celebrating Literature in Varanasi

200+ 1M+

SPEAKERS & ARTISTS TOTAL AUDIENCE

Poets, Authors, Performers, Thinkers Online + Offline combined reach

I RCEOSOOTDOOOCOOSO
.

100+ D)+

BOOK LAUNCHES AWARDS WINNERS

National & International International & National
publishing houses award recipients




FESTIVAL  HIGHLEGHESES

BLF At A Glance

Celebrating Literature in Varanasi

1)+ 190+

PANEL ORGANISATION

D | S C U S S | O N S Associafedpa.rlners
Debates, dialogues & & participants
conversation

10+ )+

LANGUAGES INSTITUTIONS

Hindi, English, Urdu, Schools, colleges,

Maithili, Santhali more universities represented e

s



VERTICALS
OF ART &
CULEURL

Literature, music, theatre, art,
conversations, and performance
cultures blending together inside
the soul of Banaras.

LITERATURE
& BOOKS

Book launches,
author talks, literary
debates & publishing
culture

TALK
SHOWS

Celebrity interviews,
intellectual
conversations & public
discourse.

CLASSICAL
MUSEC

Bansas gharana,
ragas, thumti &
classical performances

THEATRE
& FOLK

Nukad natak,
dramatic storytelling
& folk performance
traditions

HUNAR KE
SARTAJ

Talent competition
featuring singing,
dance & spoken-word
performances

PHOTOGRAPHY
EXHIBITION

Curated visual
storytelling
celebrating Banaras
& culture

Bl BOOK
AWARDS

Recognising
impactful literary
contributions across
categories

ART
EXHIBITION

Live painting,
installations &
international visual
art practices
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BLF 2027 - The City Behind the Festival

WHY BANARAS 1S THE

3,500
YEARS OF STORY

The oldest continuously inhabited city on earth.
Every ghat, every lane is a living manuscript
Banaras has never stopped telling stories.

THE LANGUAGE OF

KASHI

Tulsidas wrote the Ramcharitmanas
here.Kabir sang here.
Premchand was born nearby.
Banaras is the cradle of Hindi literature

FPICENTER OF ART & CULTURE

THE BANARAS

GHARANA

Home to one of India's most
celebrated classical music traditions.
The Banaras Gharana shaped thevery-

grammar of Hindustani music.

THE CITY OF

SCHOLARS

For generations, Banaras has inspired
scholars, thinkers, and seekers of
knowledge, carrying forward a rich legacy
of learning and intellectual exchange..
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BLF 2027 - The City Behind the Festival

WHY BANARAS 1S THE
FPICENTER OF ART & CULTURE

LIVING
L)) THEATRE

f
B3
. From Ram Leela to nukkad natak — the

streets of Banaras have been a stage for
centuries. Drama is not performed here;
[ it is lived.

THE WORLD

COMES HERE

Pilgrims, scholars, artists and travellers
Jfrom 100+countries visit every year.
Banaras is not a destination — it is a
gravitational pull

CONFLUENCE

OF FAITHS

Temples, mosques, ghats and monasteries
co-exist within walking distance. No city on
earth hosts such a layered plurality of

thought. :

THE CULTURAL

CAPITAL

A city where music, art, traditions, and
festivals have flourished for centuries,
making Banaras one of India's most
vibrant cultural centers.



BANARAS LIT FEST

THE FIRST FLAME
PTEDITION 2023

INAUGURAL EDITION —
KASHI SAHITYA KALA UTSAYV

‘]1_12 FE R | SWATANTRATA BHAVAN,

2023 | BHU, VARANASI
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1ST EDITION - 11-12 FEBRUARY 2023

EMINENT PERSONALITIES OF BLE 2023

Swatantrata Bhavan, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi

INAUGURAL EDITION — KASHI SAHITYA KALA UTSAYV

@

y\f’/

Ashok Chakradhar

EMINENT HINDI POET & LITERARY VOICE
POETRY

Pt. Sajan Mishra

w\’
,\éi PADAM BHUSHAN
BANARAS GHARANA VOCALIST

Raghubir Yadav

ACCLAIMED FILM & THEATRE ACTOR

Prof.Purushottam Agrawal

Eminent Critic - Former UPSC Member

Badri Narayan

NOTED POET .- VICE-CHANCELLOR, TISS
MUMBAI

Maithili Thakur

SUR BANJARA - CLASSICAL FOLK SINGER
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BANARAS LIT FEST

“Erelaed Bl Icad—

THE CONVERSATION GROWS
2ND EDIFION 2024

VISHWA BHASHA KE
ROOP MEIN HINDI

10_1 F F B | RUDRAKSH CONVENTION

2024 | CENTRE SIGRA

~f}'ﬂ'i?7\" A )
Nl MINISTRY OF (]
(109 CULTURE




' .‘.‘Jﬁ\,‘
pIS

BANARAS Ul’ FES‘ 20"4

a'fcm oy )"r urq';- o ‘.V:»- ”m

@ Sunboam FYoe
S A & B
EHAE F undtne
®VADA® *
SAEL 2D Y NOCS

HOLYWEAVES (¥

N
PYTAS

BANARAS LIT FEST 2024
*HI WEd BT =T
afa, sk PR E R &

) o o
3.'

4?\

ILunAsuv IEEY 00

Lo

H‘c" S 2 r,hs‘t.;.- o,

R domem (1B

=




Mahua Manjhi

2ND EDITION - 5l = 2 i u e o

EMINENT PERSONALIHIES OF BLk 20259

3
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Rudraksh Convention Gentre Sigrad,, Varanasis \
VISHWA BHASHA KE ROOP MEIN HINDI W |
) /

f "’\

Yogendra Padma Shri /5
Singh Yadav Surender Sharma 1|
Param Vir Chakra Awardee Celebrated Humorist & Hindi Poet /‘
7= |||

Deepti Naval £ f > | Ashutosh Rana

Noted Actress Writter & Visual Artist Film & Theatre Actor - AUth°il A Prio
N

Z »;;‘rf ‘ -/"‘/‘fg \

; i

Om Thanvi

Senior Journalist Writer| & Editor ~ "%

Author - MP, Rajya Sabha

| .f

Eirmg

s hirgles - Many More \
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2ND EDITION - 1l 25 a2 7N

EMINENT PERSONALITIES OF BLF 2024

Rudraksh Convention Centre Sigrd, Varanas \
VISHWA BHASHA KE ROOP MEIN HINDI 'y
/

¢
= .

H S. Shivaprakash

Sahitya Akademi Winner

English Writer & Journalist

3y farhat thsaas Shalkaah Azmi
Shayar Shayar $ j'ui

Madan Mohan Mumtaz b
Dams:h Naseem B

oet " IIrShayar {

. [)

R {[ i v*_ Many More :/’




2ND EDITION - €I e e S

EMINENT PERSONALITIES OF BLE 20249

Rudraksh Convention Centre Sigrd, Varanas
VISHWA BHASHA KE ROOP MEIN HINDI

Prof. Anand

Kumar

Renowed Socialogist

- Sameer Anjaan
b, Renowned BollywoodLlyricist

Prof. Trilokinath
Pandey

Writer

Cartoonist - Writer - Pamter

Sharmistha ?
Mukhofihe!

- Avuthor & Politician

Arun Kamal

Renowned Hindi Poet

Many More
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BANARAS LIT FEST

The World Arrives
3rd Edition 2025

BANARAS: -
FROM SIGHT TO INSIGHT i

07 O MAR HOTEL TAJ
= 2025 | VARANASI
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3RD EDITION 2025

EMINENT PERSONALITIES OF Bt 2023

Hotel 1aj, Varanasi — Largest Edition Yet s
BANARAS: FROM SIGHT TO INSIGI-TYi
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Harivansh

Narayan Singh

Hon'ble Dy. Chairman, Rajya Sabha

Kailash Satyarthi

Nobel Peace Prize Laureate-
Social Activist

Amish Tripathi

Bestselling Author - Shiva Trilogy

Malini Awasthi

Padma Shri - Queen of Folk Music

Neelesh Misra |

Storyteller - Lyricist - Writer|

Lakshman Acharya

Hon'ble Governor of Assam
. Chief Guest

.




3RD EDITION 2025

EMINENT PERSONALIHES OF BLE 2025

Hotel 1aj, Varanasi — Largest Editiorn e )
BANARAS: FROM SIGHT TO INSIGHTx ‘ﬂ
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&

|

Tripurari Sharan (1AS) Sunil Kant Munjal

“\
Former DG Doordarshan - CIC Bihar Noted Industrialist - Hero Group '

Y Ambassador el
H 2 3 Rir
oy | LR Saurabh Dwived:
' Journalist _ -.,(
Fmr. UN Asst. Secretary-General . 7
fla Arun Karan Madhok 4
Actress - Celebrated Singer English_Wri’fer; /}
P T I
Uday Prakash Rehan fazal 55K ;
Noted Hindi Poet & Writer Writeyr ; .Jqu/rna‘list N 1 ;
i - - Mdr;y More ",'
) e e—



3RD EDITION 2025

EMINENT PERSONALITIES OF BLE 2026

Hotel 1aj, Varanasi — Largest Ea’z’l‘z’on Yei‘

BANARAS: FROM SIGHT TO' INSTIGH®% - ;

Arun Kamal

Poet

Rajesh Reddy

Shayar - Mushaira

Aslam Hasan

Ghazal

.« Badri Narayan

Historian - Poet

Renu Hussain

Poet

Ankita Singh

Spoken Word

R

Many More
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A4TH EDITION 2025

EMINENT PERSONALETIES OF BLF 2020,

Hotel laj, Varanasi — Largest Edition Ye&
YOUTH SHAPING NATION IN AN AI-POWERED{WORLD W% \

}

Piyush Mishra

& Band Ballimaraan - Actor
Musician-Poet

Anupam Kher

AR Padma Vibhushan - Actor &
" hod Inspirational Speaker

‘. Malini Awasthi

Padma Shri - Queen of Folk Musical

Bhaichung Bhutia

India's Football Legend

Namita Gokhale

Author - JLF Co-Director - Literary lcon

M.J. Akbar

Author — Mughal Astrology

Many More



4A4TH EDITION 2025

EMENENT PERSONALITEIES OF

Hotel laj, Varanasi — Largest Edition Yez"”

YOUTH SHAPING NATION IN AN AI-POWERED{WORLD W% 1

Damodar Mauzo

Sahitya Akademi Award Winner

Tisca Chopra

Actress - She & Sheen

Ashwin Sanghi

Bestselling Author - India's Dan Brownl

Nilotpal Mrinal

Hindi Poet

Padma Shri
Sheen Kaaf Nizam

Urdu Poet - Ghazal

Mamta Kalia

Hindi Authory

Many More



4A4TH EDITION 2025

EMINENT PERSONALITIES OF BLF 2020,

Hotel laj, Varanasi — Largest Edition Yez’

YOUTH SHAPING NATION IN AN A|-POWEREDLWORLD .ﬁ \
Prof. Trilokinath " Peggy Ramesar
Pandey : ,‘ Mochan

Associate Professor \'L \ Author

i

igbal Ashhar

Mushaira

Manoj fiwart

Politician & Singer

Anand Kumar

Indian mathematics educator

Manish Khatri

Photography Dainik Bhaskar

Many More


https://banaraslitfest.org/speaker/peggy-ramesar-mohan
https://www.facebook.com/Manish.Khatri.Photography/photos/
https://www.bhaskar.com/news/up-var-lifestyle-of-banaras-from-the-lens-of-world-best-photographer-manish-khatri-5312581-pho.html
https://banaraslitfest.org/speaker/peggy-ramesar-mohan
https://banaraslitfest.org/speaker/peggy-ramesar-mohan
https://banaraslitfest.org/speaker/peggy-ramesar-mohan

4A4TH EDITION 2025

EMINENE SPORT PERSONALBFIES
OF BLE 202606

Hotel 1aj, Varanasi — Largest Ldition Yet
YOUTH SHAPING NATION IN AN AI-POWERED WORLD

Lalit Upadhaya

FORMER INDIAN FIELD HOCKEY PLAYER

Bhaichung Bhutia

ACCLAIMED FILM & THEATRE ACTOR

Pullela Gopichand

INDIAN FORMER BADMINTON PLAYER




A4TH EDITION 2025

MEDIA SPOKE PERSON OF BLE 2026

Hotel 1aj, Varanasi — Largest Edition Yet

YOUTH SHAPING NATION IN AN AI-POWERED WORLD

Pankaj Bhargav

NEWS 18 ANCHOR

Rubika Liyaquat

NEWS 18 -ANCHOR

, Prateek Trived:

s NEWS 18 ANCHOR
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RECORDS$

BLF - A Record-Setting Achievement

ASIA BOOK Or RECORDS

Banaras Literary Festival — Olfficially Recognised

BOOKMARKS RECORD

BLF set an Asia Book of Records entry for the largest
simultaneous bookmarks activity — celebrating reading,
books and the written word at the heart of Kashi.

ASIA BOOK OF RECORDS

OFFICIAL RECOGNITION

BLF BANARAS




|ASIA BOOK OF RECORDS

BANARAS LIT FEST
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BANARAS LIT FEST

lifetime Achievement - Eminence

GOMALT DEVE
EMINENCE AWARD

A tribute to lifetime achievement — presented o

distinguished personalities who have enriched

Indian arts, letters and public life across generations.




DEVI EMINENCE AWARD

GOMATI




BANARAS LIT FEST

Emerging Voices - New India

NAVY BIHARAT
SARJAK SAMMAN

Honouring the emerging creative voices of new India —

writers, thinkers and artists who are
shaping the cultural conversation of tomorrow




NAV BHARAT SARJAK SAMMAN




Literary Excellence - English & Hindi

B BOOK AWARDS

India's most anticipated literary honours —
celebrating the finest writing in English, Hindi and
regional languages.

Awards across 10+ categories recognising authors,
poets, debut writers and publishers.







BLF 2027 - Visval Arts & Installations

INFERNATIONAL
ART CAMP

Live painting, curated canvases and
international art camp — a visual journey across

(raditions and contemporary expression.




INTERNATIONAL
ART CAMP



BLF 2027 - Visval Arts & Installations

INTERNATTONAL
ART EXHIBEEIONS

ART EXHIBITIONS

Artists from 12+ countries converge in

Kashi — creating, collaborating and exhibiting
live across the four-day festival.



ented By—

A0

Inl anatisnal
ART EXHIEITION & CAMP

MANAGED BY

Sunbeam School
Mughalsarai




BLF 2027 - Visval Arts & Installations

PHOTOGRAPRHY
E XIS T TON

PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION & WALK

Curated photo showcase of Banaras, culture and

contemporary India — with a guided
photography walk through the venue.
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BLF 2027

ON-GROUND EXPERIENCE

516l 3T UR 3T Sfelol

PIYUSH MISHRA & BAND
BALLIMARAAN

The night BLF turned into a spectacle —
poelry, music and pure electricity
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BANARAS LIT, FEST

BLF 2027

ON-GROUND EXPERIENCE

BAND STAGE——

Live band performances at Food Street —
music, energy and celebration as the
evening backdrop.







BANARAS LIT FEST

“EH Alled Bl I qT—

BilSEs 220 2.7,

ON-GROUND EXPERIENCE

FOOD
STREET

Banaras street food,
regional cuisines and
live food stalls — a
culinary journey

alongside the literary
one.




National Restaurant Association of India

Voice of the Indian Restaurant Industry

VARANASI
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BANARAS LIT FES
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BLF 2027

ON-GROUND EXPERIENCE

PUBLISHER
STALLS

India's leading publishers showcase
their catalogues — promoting books,
writers and the joy of reading.




PUBLISHER STALLS

 HARMONY THE
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BANARAS LIT FES
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BLF 2027

ON-GROUND EXPERIENCE

PRODUCT
STALLS

India's leading publishers showcase
their catalogues — promoting books,
writers and the joy of reading.
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BANARAS LIT FEST
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ON-GROUND EXPERIENCE i
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DECOR &
SPONSOR
SPACE

Signature decor elements double as
sponsor touchpoints — backdrops,
hoardings and branded installations
across the venue.
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BANARAS, LIT, FEST
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BLF 2027

ON-GROUND EXPERIENCE

NEWS18 CELEBRITY
ANCHORS

National broadcast presence — Newsi8's
celebrity anchors host live segments and
interviews from the festival ground.




NEWS18 CELEBRITY ANCHORS
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BANARAS LIT, FEST

BLF 2027

ON-GROUND EXPERIENCE

AUTOMOBILES
DISPLAY

Showcase of partner automobile brands

in a premium [estival setting reaching an
elite, discerning audience.
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BANARAS LIT FES
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BLF 2027

ON-GROUND EXPERIENCE

PODCAST
STUDIO

Live and recorded podcast sessions
with speakers — extending BLEF's
conversations beyond the festival stage.




PODCAST STUDIO

Sunhb

| Sunheam

: VARANASI
>
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Group of Educational Institutions




BANARAS LIT FEST -
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BLF 2027
WHAT HAPPENS ON STAGE

PROGRAMMIE
HIGHLIGHES

The heartbeat of
any lit fest. Authors

launch their latest

BOOK
LAUNCHES

| BoOK
, | LAUN
works in front of a . , /MEETCH.
. 1 | AUTHORS, | \\
curated, passionate N\ A 2 — e |
audience. 10 : ,
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BANARAS LIT FEST

BLF 2027
WHAT HAPPENS ON STAGE

PROGRAMME
HIGHLIGHTS Keernn

VIBRANT
IDEAS

< A
SRy
rrrr

In-depth
conversations on
literature, society,
culture and
contemporary India —
moderated by leading

voices.

PANEL
DISCUSSIONS
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BANARAS LIT FEST

“Felaled Bal 3cdd

BleEs R 2Y7
WHAT HAPPENS ON STAGE

PROGRAMMLE
HIGHLIGHES

The finest poets of
Hindi and Urdu

— performing live in

the city where poetry
has always found its

home.

KAVI SAMMELAN
& MUSHAIRA
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BANARAS LIT FEST

“HRilaled Bal 3cad

BLF 2027
WHAT HAPPENS ON STAGE

PROGRAMMLE
HIGHLIGIHES

A celebration of
Banarasi

craftsmanship — silks,

weaves and design on

the ramp at the heart
of the festival.
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BANARAS LIT FEST
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BLF 2027
WHAT HAPPENS ON STAGE

PROGRAMMLE
HIGHLIGHES

lalent competition
open to all —
singing, dance,
spoken word — an
opportunity
for budding

performers to shine.

HUNAR KE
SARTAJ
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BANARAS LIT FEST

“Hlaled Bal 3cad—

B s 2
WHAT HAPPENS ON STAGE

PROGRAMMLE
HIGHLIGHTES

From proscenium
theatre to street
plays —
drama in every form,
connecting audiences
across age and
background.

THEATRE &
NUKKAD NATAK
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A MESSAGE FROM BLF

i ERATURE S
IMMORITAL

"In the city that has witnessed civilisations rise
and fall, where the Ganga flows eternalls, we
have built a festival of the mind.

BLF is not just an event, it is Banarass
conversation with the world."”
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he fourth edition of the
Ranaras Literatire Festival
gave the partakens sotne
thought-provoking moments, perfoc
mances 1o appreciate, and laurels to
beapplanded. The festival had the
participation of noted ltterateurs,
artists and spoctspersons, making
the event moere panommic, cultur
ally. Actors Anupam Kher and
Tisca Chopra shared some inter
esthing eplsodes from thelr journey
s artdsts, giving some delightful
insights to the audience who
thronged to listen to them
Talking on the larger frame of

3 Cinema, a session on small budget films but

with a greater unpact brought forth several
Interesting aspects. Actor MM Faruqul,
better known as Liliput, stated, “In the cur-

innovative in the filin or the message 1t is
giving matters more. However, it dtptnds on
the filmmaker how much budget the:
qnlxﬂopulmthﬂrm“em
not living in the age of ml&e’,l‘(”;::m

NATIONAL MEDIA COVERAGE ""”
ﬁf"‘@\ "/

ki zyoda payment kya nahi"he |

sald tongue-in
Prominent sportsperson Pullela Gop-

{chand, during a discussion on The Sacred % \

Body: Sports, Discipline and Healthy Living.
stressed on both body and soul for longevity
“Health of body and mind is equally impor-
tant. There are lots of youngsters in the au-

dience | want to tell them that our parents
or in some cases even our grandparents are
fitter than us What has happened bn the last
thirty years we as a nation has grown alpha-
betically or mathematically but we as a na-
tion has gone down phylsically, If crawling,
walking running, throwing and jumping
was taken as physical literacy we have gone
down as a natiog:,. This is very reflective in
our health.™
Ace footballer Balchung Bhutla, while
addressing an interactive session, stated, “If
you cotne from North -East two things are
really popular; football and music. So
coming from that region, football was the
mast played sport. | was fortunate to be
among the first batch that was sponsored by
the government for SAL My family was also
very supportive of my interest in football. .
He also gave several tips for wannabe
SPOrtspersons.
\ Some musical performances
Q & Wsokept the delegates and au-
g dience engaged. Writer and
actor Piyush Mishra, along
with his band, kept everyone re-

\ mlcd, 1 have a very old and beautl-

ful connection with Banaras, as our
film Gangs of Wasseypur was shot here.
Ho rendered several hummable songs like
Wok Suhkane Din dedicating to the times
when communication was really strong,
though there were no mobile phones. The
audience went into a frenzy as he sang EX
Bagal Mein Chand Hoga. The crowds
choered as he rendered the song Aarambh
from the film Gulal on their request.

The painting and photography gallery of
the Banaras Literature Festival also re-
mained bazzing with activity as works of

artists from several countries
'a were showcased.

— Meera Vot
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WHY Visii VARANASI?

ANEOURINEAB EYQONDERNEE FES TIVAL

VINDHYACHAL - 70 KM

One of India's most revered Shakti Peeths and a
major pilgrimage destination.

RAJDARE FALLS - 65 KM

A scenic waterfall nestled amidst
forests and rocky landscapes.

DEVDARE FALLS - 70 KM

A tranquil natural retreat known for
ils cascading waters and serene beauty.




WHY Visii VARANASI?

ASTOTFRNENY BEYOND THE FESTIVAL

CHUNAR FORT - HO KM

A historic riverside fort associated with several
dynasties and legends.

PRAYAGRAJ - 120 KM

T he city of the Iriveni Sangam, where three
sacred rivers meelt.

AYODHYA - 220 KM

1 'he birthplace of Lord Ram and one of Indias

most significant spiritual destinations.
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KADAK

PANAYA

The Heritage Collgction

SAREES FROM THE HOUSE OF BANARAS
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SINCE €

BRJJ

POWERED BY

Sunheam

—_GROUP OF EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
VARANASI

ESTD. 1972

Infinity Care
Hospital

A Unit of Saraswati Trust
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A "Where the Ganga meets eternity, I
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	चना-चबेना गंग जल, जो पुरवे करतार, काशी कबहुं न छाड़िये, विश्वनाथ दरबार।
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