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W H AT  I S  B L F ?

Banaras Lit Fest is a cultural pilgrimage that preserves the spirit of Kashi
through words, music, and expression. It is not just a literary event — it is
a celebration of consciousness, born from the soul of Banaras and
extended to the heart of India. This festival leads us from mere looking to
true understanding — from sight to insight.
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ABOUT BLF
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BLF At A Glance
C e l e b r a t i n g  L i t e r a t u r e  i n  Va r a n a s i

F E S T I V A L  H I G H L I G H T S
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BLF At A Glance
C e l e b r a t i n g  L i t e r a t u r e  i n  Va r a n a s i

F E S T I V A L  H I G H L I G H T S



VERTICALS
OF ART &
CULTURE

LITERATURE
& BOOKS
Book launches,
author talks, literary
debates & publishing
culture

CLASSICAL
MUSIC
Bansas gharana,
ragas, thumti &
classical performances

THEATRE
& FOLK
Nukad natak,
dramatic storytelling
& folk performance
traditions

PHOTOGRAPHY
EXHIBITION
Curated visual
storytelling
celebrating Banaras
& culture

ART
EXHIBITION
Live painting,
installations &
international visual
art practices

TALK
SHOWS

Celebrity interviews,
intellectual
conversations & public
discourse.

SPEAKATHON
(U-14)

Public speaking
competition for
fearless young voices

HUNAR KE
SARTAJ

Talent competition
featuring singing,
dance & spoken-word
performances

BLF BOOK
AWARDS

Recognising
impactful literary
contributions across
categories

OPEN MIC /
ABHIVAKTI

Stand-up comedy,
spoken-word poetry
& fearless expression



T H E  L A N G U A G E  O F

KASHI

 

WHY BANARAS IS THE
EPICENTER OF ART & CULTURE

BLF 2027 · The City Behind the Festival

3,500
 YEARS OF STORY

T H E  B A N A R A S

GHARANA

THE CITY OF
 SCHOLARS 



 

WHY BANARAS IS THE
EPICENTER OF ART & CULTURE

BLF 2027 · The City Behind the Festival

C O N F L U E N C E

OF FAITHS

T H E  W O R L D
COMES HERE

L I V I N G
THEATRE   

T H E  C U L T U R A L  
CAPITAL



THE FIRST FLAME  
1   EDITION 2023ST

INAUGURAL EDITION —
KASHI SAHITYA KALA UTSAV

– 2023
F E B
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EMINENT PERSONALITIES OF BLF 2023

PADAM BHUSHAN 
BANARAS GHARANA VOCALIST

 

I N A U G U R A L  E D I T I O N  —  K A S H I  S A H I T Y A  K A L A  U T S A V

 

 

ACCLAIMED FILM & THEATRE ACTOR

Pt. Sajan Mishra

Raghubir Yadav

 

 

EMINENT HINDI POET & LITERARY VOICE
POETRY

Eminent Cri t ic  ·  Former UPSC Member

Ashok Chakradhar

Prof.Purushottam Agrawal

 

Badri Narayan
NOTED POET ·  VICE-CHANCELLOR, TISS
MUMBAI SUR BANJARA · CLASSICAL FOLK SINGER

Maithili Thakur



चना-चबेना गंग जल, जो पुरवे करतार,
काशी कब�ं न छािड़ये, िवश्वनाथ दरबार।



THE CONVERSATION GROWS 
2ND EDITION 2024

– 2024
F E B

V I S H W A  B H A S H A  K E
R O O P  M E I N  H I N D I





Padma Shri
Surender Sharma

Fi lm & Theatre Actor ·  Author

Ashutosh Rana

EMINENT PERSONALITIES OF BLF 2024
V I S H W A  B H A S H A  K E  R O O P  M E I N  H I N D I

 

Senior Journal is t  Wri ter & Edi tor

Om Thanvi

Yogendra
Singh Yadav

Param Vir Chakra Awardee Celebrated Humorist  & Hindi Poet

Deepti Naval

Mahua Manjhi
Author ·  MP, Rajya Sabha

Noted Actress Writter & Visual Artist

Many More
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Engl ish Writer & Journal is t
Ghazala Wahab

 

Shakeel Azmi
Shayar

Mumtaz
Naseem

Shayar

Sahitya Akademi Winner
H. S. Shivaprakash

Farhat Ehsaas
Shayar

Madan Mohan
Danish

Poet

EMINENT PERSONALITIES OF BLF 2024

Many More
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V I S H W A  B H A S H A  K E  R O O P  M E I N  H I N D I



Renowed Socialogist  

Prof. Anand
Kumar

Writer

Prof. Trilokinath
Pandey

EMINENT PERSONALITIES OF BLF 2024

Arun Kamal
Renowned Hindi Poet

 

Renowned Bol lywoodLyric is t
Sameer Anjaan

Car toonist  ·  Wri ter ·  Painter

Abid Surti

Sharmistha
Mukherjee  

Author & Pol i t ic ian

Many More
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V I S H W A  B H A S H A  K E  R O O P  M E I N  H I N D I



The World Arrives
3rd Edition 2025 

– 2025
MAR

BANARAS:
FROM SIGHT TO INSIGHT





 

 

B A N A R A S :  F R O M  S I G H T  T O  I N S I G H T

Harivansh
Narayan Singh

EMINENT PERSONALITIES OF BLF 2025

Hon'ble Dy. Chairman, Rajya Sabha

Padma Shri  ·  Queen of Folk Music
Malini Awasthi

Neelesh Misra
Storytel ler ·  Lyr ic is t  ·  Wri ter

Nobel Peace Prize Laureate·
 Social  Act iv is t

Kailash Satyarthi

Bestsel l ing Author ·  Shiva Tr i logy

Amish Tripathi

Lakshman Acharya
Hon'ble Governor of Assam

· Chief Guest

3 R D  E D I T I O N  2 0 2 5
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EMINENT PERSONALITIES OF BLF 2025

 

 

Noted Industr ial is t  ·  Hero Group

Sunil Kant Munjal
Former DG Doordarshan ·  CIC Bihar

Tripurari Sharan (IAS)

B A N A R A S :  F R O M  S I G H T  T O  I N S I G H T

Many More

Journal is t

Saurabh Dwivedi
Fmr. UN Asst .  Secretary-General

Ambassador
Lakshmi Puri

Karan Madhok
Engl ish Writer

Ila Arun
Actress ·  Celebrated Singer

Rehan Fazal
Writer ·  Journal is t

Uday Prakash
Noted Hindi Poet & Writer



 

 

Poet
Arun Kamal

Shayar ·  Mushaira

Rajesh Reddy

Ghazal
Aslam Hasan

Historian ·  Poet
Badri Narayan

Renu Hussain
Poet

Ankita Singh
Spoken Word

3 R D  E D I T I O N  2 0 2 5

EMINENT PERSONALITIES OF BLF 2026
B A N A R A S :  F R O M  S I G H T  T O  I N S I G H T

Many More



4TH EDITION
A NEW HIGH WATER MARK
YOUTH SHAPING NATION IN
AN AI-POWERED WORLD

2026
JAN - 2026

FEB

&&
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& Band Bal l imaraan ·  Actor
Music ian-Poet

Piyush Mishra
Padma Vibhushan ·  Actor &

Inspirat ional Speaker

Anupam Kher

 

India's Footbal l  Legend

Bhaichung Bhutia
Padma Shri  ·  Queen of Folk Musical

Malini Awasthi

Author — Mughal Astrology

M.J. Akbar Namita Gokhale
Author ·  JLF Co-Director ·  L i terary Icon
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EMINENT PERSONALITIES OF BLF 2026

Y O U T H  S H A P I N G  N A T I O N  I N  A N  A I - P O W E R E D  W O R L D

Many More



 

Sahitya Akademi Award Winner

Damodar Mauzo

Nilotpal Mrinal
Hindi Poet

Hindi Authory
Mamta Kalia

Actress ·  She & Sheen

Tisca Chopra

Bestsel l ing Author ·  India's Dan Brownl

Ashwin Sanghi

Padma Shri
Sheen Kaaf Nizam

Urdu Poet ·  Ghazal

4 T H  E D I T I O N  2 0 2 5

EMINENT PERSONALITIES OF BLF 2026

Y O U T H  S H A P I N G  N A T I O N  I N  A N  A I - P O W E R E D  W O R L D

Many More



Manish Khatri
Photography Dainik Bhaskar

Anand Kumar
Indian mathematics educator

Manoj Tiwari 
Politician & Singer

Iqbal Ashhar
Mushaira

Prof. Trilokinath
Pandey

Associate Professor

Peggy Ramesar
Mohan

Author
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EMINENT PERSONALITIES OF BLF 2026

Y O U T H  S H A P I N G  N A T I O N  I N  A N  A I - P O W E R E D  W O R L D

Many More

https://banaraslitfest.org/speaker/peggy-ramesar-mohan
https://www.facebook.com/Manish.Khatri.Photography/photos/
https://www.bhaskar.com/news/up-var-lifestyle-of-banaras-from-the-lens-of-world-best-photographer-manish-khatri-5312581-pho.html
https://banaraslitfest.org/speaker/peggy-ramesar-mohan
https://banaraslitfest.org/speaker/peggy-ramesar-mohan
https://banaraslitfest.org/speaker/peggy-ramesar-mohan


EMINENT SPORT PERSONALITIES
OF BLF 2026

4 T H  E D I T I O N  2 0 2 5

Lalit  Upadhaya
FORMER INDIAN FIELD HOCKEY PLAYER

 

ACCLAIMED FILM & THEATRE ACTOR

Bhaichung Bhutia 

Pullela Gopichand
INDIAN FORMER BADMINTON PLAYER

Y O U T H  S H A P I N G  N A T I O N  I N  A N  A I - P O W E R E D  W O R L D



Prateek Trivedi 
NEWS 18 ANCHOR

MEDIA SPOKE PERSON OF BLF 2026
4 T H  E D I T I O N  2 0 2 5

Pankaj Bhargav
NEWS 18 ANCHOR

Rubika Liyaquat
NEWS 18 ANCHOR

Y O U T H  S H A P I N G  N A T I O N  I N  A N  A I - P O W E R E D  W O R L D





ASIA BOOK OF RECORDS

BOOKMARKS  RECORD

A S I A  B O O K  O F  R E C O R D S

O F F I C I A L  R E C O G N I T I O N

B L F  B A N A R A S

B L F  ·  A  R e c o r d - S e t t i n g  A c h i e v e m e n tB L F  ·  A  R e c o r d - S e t t i n g  A c h i e v e m e n t



A S I A  B O O K  O F  R E C O R D SA S I A  B O O K  O F  R E C O R D S



L i f e t i m e  A c h i e v e m e n t  ·  E m i n e n c e

GOMATI DEVI
EMINENCE AWARD



GOMATI  DEVI EMINENCE AWARD



NAV BHARAT
SARJAK SAMMAN

E m e r g i n g  V o i c e s  ·  N e w  I n d i a



NAV BHARAT SARJAK SAMMAN



BLF BOOK AWARDS
L i t e r a r y  E x c e l l e n c e  ·  E n g l i s h  &  H i n d i



BLF  BOOK AWARDS



A R T  C A M P

B L F  2 0 2 7  ·  V i s u a l  A r t s  &  I n s t a l l a t i o n s

INTERNATIONAL 
ART CAMP



I N T E R N A T I O N A L  
A R T  C A M P

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  
A R T  C A M P



B L F  2 0 2 7  ·  V i s u a l  A r t s  &  I n s t a l l a t i o n s

A R T  E X H I B I T I O N S

INTERNATIONAL
ART EXHIBITIONS



I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A R T  E X H I B I T I O N SI N T E R N A T I O N A L  A R T  E X H I B I T I O N S



P H O T O G R A P H Y  E X H I B I T I O N  &  WA L K

PHOTOGRAPHY 
EXHIBITION

B L F  2 0 2 7  ·  V i s u a l  A r t s  &  I n s t a l l a t i o n s



P H O T O G R A P H Y  E X H I B I T I O N  &  W A L KP H O T O G R A P H Y  E X H I B I T I O N  &  W A L K



जब मंच पर उतरा जुनून 
PIYUSH MISHRA & BAND
BALLIMARAAN

ON-GROUND EXPERIENCE
B L F  2 0 2 7  





BAND STAGE
ON-GROUND EXPERIENCE
B L F  2 0 2 7  



B A N D  S T A G EB A N D  S T A G E



FOOD
STREET

ON-GROUND EXPERIENCE
B L F  2 0 2 7  





PUBLISHER
STALLS

ON-GROUND EXPERIENCE
B L F  2 0 2 7  



PUBLISHER STALLS



PRODUCT
STALLS

ON-GROUND EXPERIENCE
B L F  2 0 2 7  



PRODUCT STALLS



DECOR &
SPONSOR
SPACE

ON-GROUND EXPERIENCE
B L F  2 0 2 7  



D E C O R  &  S P O S N S O R S  S PA C ED E C O R  &  S P O S N S O R S  S PA C E



NEWS18 CELEBRITY
ANCHORS

ON-GROUND EXPERIENCE
B L F  2 0 2 7  



NEWS18 CELEBRITY ANCHORS



AUTOMOBILES
DISPLAY

ON-GROUND EXPERIENCE
B L F  2 0 2 7  



AUTOMOBI LES  D ISPLAYAUTOMOBI LES  D ISPLAY



PODCAST
STUDIO

ON-GROUND EXPERIENCE
B L F  2 0 2 7  



PODCAST STUDIO
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PROGRAMME
HIGHLIGHTS
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BOOK LAUNCHESBOOK LAUNCHES



PROGRAMME
HIGHLIGHTS
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PANEL  D ISCUSS IONSPANEL  D ISCUSS IONS



PROGRAMME
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KAVI  SAMMELAN & MUSHAIRAKAVI  SAMMELAN & MUSHAIRA
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PROGRAMME
HIGHLIGHTS
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W H A T  H A P P E N S  O N  S T A G E



FASHION SHOWFASHION SHOW



  

PROGRAMME
HIGHLIGHTS
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HUNAR KE SARTAJHUNAR KE SARTAJ
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THEATRE  &  NUKKAD NATAKTHEATRE  &  NUKKAD NATAK



  

A MESSAGE FROM BLF

LITERATURE IS
IMMORTAL



N AT I O N A L  M E D I A  C O V E R A G E



ENGAGED,  INTEL LECTUAL  AUDIENCESENGAGED,  INTEL LECTUAL  AUDIENCES



जो गुरु बसै बनारसी, सीस समुन्दर तीर।
पलक िबछुरै नह�, जो गुन होय सरीर॥



WHY VISIT VARANASI?

VINDHYACHAL • 70 KM

RAJDARI FALLS • 65 KM

DEVDARI FALLS • 70 KM



CHUNAR FORT • 40 KM

PRAYAGRAJ • 120 KM

AYODHYA • 220 KM

WHY VISIT VARANASI?



B L F  ·  PA R T N E R S  &  S U P P O R T E R S
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THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN BLF
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BANARAS LIT FEST 2027
धन्यवाद

THANK YOU
"Where the Ganga meets eternity,

literature finds its home."
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